St. Michael's
Fights On...

..(espite changes
10 Regeneration Boards

The regeneration of St Michael's
Estate, O'Devaney Gardens and
Dominic St estates has received
a further blow with the news that
local Regeneration Boards,
which had overseen and
monitored the  regeneration
projects are to be downgraded to
committees with a different
structure.

This change was not negotiated
with the community and is a
dictate from Dublin City Council
(DCCQC).

DCC have presided over a
dismantling of these estates.

Despite this people in St

Michael's Estate have stood up and
fought to preserve a future for
themselves and their children.

In St Michael's Estate only 2 of the
original 14 acres will be developed
for social housing and most of the
great plans for community facilities
and other housing have been
dropped.

“It is Dublin City Council that needs
to be dismantled. It has, after all,
spent over €20.5 million on failed
PPP regeneration projects and not a
home has been built’, said Dr John
Bissett, author of Regeneration:
Public Good or Private Profit and
community activist.

St Michael’'s Estate Regeneration Team is asking the
following questions

- Can the current Regeneration Board be kepteih pla

- Has Bernard MacNamara (private developer wmptlhst year)
paid DCC the agreed sum of €1.5 million in oetbennfy allowed to
withdraw from regeneration projects?

- Will the Government fund the development oh&tId&M Will
construction of residents’ homes commence inyJAhi@a®as

promised?

- When will a representative for residents brtagpoithe Task Fo
(Special Task Force to deal with regeneration)?

In the meantime the local community are fighting ba

ck and

People Before Profit support St Michael’s Estate in this.

People Before Profit say : Reduce the housing list by building
decent housing on St Michael’s Estate land and other areas of
Dublin. This will provide jobs and house people at the same time.

Bail out Regeneration Projects, not the Banks!

Childcare Under Pressure

funding scheme brings
in cuts for creches

Local state supported créches are under pressure for a number of
different reasons. The way the créches are funded was changed
in 2008 to a new scheme called the Community Childcare
Subvention Scheme (CCSS). Under the new scheme, grants are
only given to children whose parents are getting social welfare
payments. There is a tiered payment system for all other parents.

It requires creches to find out the income of the parents of
children and charge them accordingly. On the surface, this may

seem fairer. However the reality is:

- the subsidies given are not adequate to cover all the costs in

a créche;

- the paperwork attached to the scheme is enormous and has

added extra work;

- lower paid workers who cannot afford creche fees are being

forced to consider leaving work;

- it discriminates against some children in our community;
- parents have to tell créches their income. P.T.O.

Tina MacVeigh says:
advantage in their own development”.

“Pre-schooling gives children a huge

People Before Profit say

Fully funded pre-school
childcare is a fundamental
right for children and is key
to their overall
development.

People Before Profit
demand a return to an
overall funding scheme for
creches as part of our
education system.

Further Maintenance Cuts

in Dublin City Council Estates

The residents of a number of
housing estates, including St
Michael’s Inchicore, Theresa’s
Gardens, Donore Avenue and
Dolphin House Rialto,

are being told by estate managers
that maintenance cannot be
carried out as these flat
complexes will be knocked down
and rebuilt in the next five years.

They have been saying this for
many years now!

Further maintenance cuts were announced at April’s Council meeting.
Regeneration of these estates is in jeopardy as the City Council have
stalled on progressing plans. Continued on next page...

Meanwhile, residents are expected to live in appalling conditions that are
unsafe and unhealthy. Many suffer from ill health as a result of damp and
poor sanitation and are told by doctors that their illnesses are due to their
living conditions.

When residents ask that their flats be made damp free, they are told to
‘give the walls a lick of paint’. But it is a waste of time painting or
wallpapering as the damp mould just comes back within days. In some
flats, the damp is everywhere: children’s bedrooms, bathrooms, living
rooms, kitchens.....

Because of the greed of banks and developers the construction industry
was booming in the last ten years. Currently, 1 in 6 houses in Ireland is
sitting empty while approximately 145,000 people continue to be on the
housing waiting list. Job losses are increasing, especially in the
construction sector.

People Before Profit are calling on the government to embark on a
programme of housing maintenance, building and insulation which would
put an end to appalling living conditions, re-house people in suitable
accommodation and make houses energy efficient to bring down heating
costs. This programme would also help to provide jobs in the construction
sector.

People Power Wins Victory in Fight

Against Basin Lane Mast

After a public meeting called
by People Before Profit and
two demonstrations by local
people from James’ Walk and
Marylands, planning
permission for a mobile
phone mast was rejected.

The application for the mast
which was to be erected on
top of the apartment block at
the James’ Walk end of Basin
Lane, was refused at the end
of March.

“This is a victory for people power, for local residents and a stand
against a health hazard in our area”, said local representative Tina
MacVeigh.

Bulfin Estate and Grattan Crescent —

still waiting after all these years!

People Before Profit welcomes recent developments in the provision of
a play area in the Bulfin Estate. A series of meetings were held by
residents in the estate last year where views on where the playground
could be located and the re-surfacing of ‘the pitch’ were shared. DCC
will be holding a public consultation in the near future to hear residents
views.Residents in Maryland have also been campaigning for a play
area and People Before Profit will be working with them in the future.

Congratulations to the residents in Inchicore who have succeeded in
getting a commitment to the building of a play area in Grattan Crescent
Park. Other issues on which People Before Profit will be campaigning
in the future include traffic management and the defence of the 77,
78A, 122 and 19 bus routes in our area.



